




C. Health Sufficiency

LIKAS Agenda {Likos Yaman sa Kalusugan}

Programs under LIKAS aim to support the objective of the national government in

improving the quality of life of every Filipino through scientific-based data which will

provide scientific-based understanding and solution to: a) possible zoonotic diseases (both
emerging and re-emerging), b) possible alternative sources of health improvement

initiatives for disease control and management through fundamental researches on

natural products development from rare environments and endemic species, and

c) evaluation of the existing health policies and programs towards achieving the

Sustainable Development Goals in securing better health for Filipinos today and for years
to come.

Notable accomplishments through this endeavor include the identification of more than 

100 bioactive compounds isolated from marine sediments, bat guano, caves, and 

mangroves. It also produces new knowledge on biodiversity riches, medicinal potential of 
the said natural resources. 

While most of the research programs and projects funded deal with the discovery of novel 
bioactive compounds for possible medicinal use, however, some of previously isolated 

samples are due for further studies on pharmacogenomics and toxicogenomics to fully 

determine the lead bioactive compound suitable or effective against a certain 

antimicrobial disease/ pathogenic agent. likewise, with the Philippines rich biodiversity, 

there is still a need to search and discover from other rare environment and endemic 

species considering its known potential in producing possible medicinal drug. 

Moreover, to prepare for possible another pandemic which might be brought about by 

zoonotic diseases, research initiat ives along this area have been considered and included 

for undertaking. 

For 2022-2028, priority research areas includ e: 

1. Fundamental Studies on Potential Sources of Natural Products from rare

environments and endemic species

With various emerging and re-emerging diseases that the Philippines is currently 
facing, this research program will be an initiative for generation of new knowledge 
and/or possible alternative sources of medicinal drugs for disease control and 
management through natural products development from rare environments and 

endemic species. 

This will include biodiversity studies grounded on taxonomic classification and 

identification of microorganisms found in caves, mangroves, marine sediment, 
volcanoes, mud springs, mesophotic reefs and the like, in search of potential sources 

of bioactive compounds. Breakthroughs from taxonomic studies will pave the way for 

the development of next generation chemotherapeutic agents and antimicrobial drugs 

from the discoveries of molecules with wide ranging bioactivities including antibiotics, 

antifungal and anticancer properties isolated from various organisms. 

Areas for research include: 

a. Bioprospecting (e.g. marine organisms for biomedical use)
h. Rioinform�tic�

c. Characterization and structure elucidation of isolates and bioactive compounds
d. Pharmacogenomics and toxicogenomics

e. Lead identification and pre-clinical studies



Source and submission of proposal, please visit this link:
https://basicresearch.nrcp.dost.gov.ph/callforproposals
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